City of Quincy, Community Preservation Committee
Thursday March 14, 2013

Members Present : Chairman Coleman Barry, Director Lisa Aimola, , Maureen Mazrimas, Tony Ricci, Kevin Coughlin, MaryAnn Morris, Connie Driscoll, John Brennion, Don Powers

Other Attendees: ACS Deirdre Hall, Helen Shiner, Walter Hubley, Trish Bosart, Michelle Keegan, Debbie Stewart, Christopher Cassani, Pete Jackson, Steve Pearlman, Jim McCarthy
7pm Call to order

Walter Hubley presented on behalf of Wollaston Hill Association, Safford Park project. Mr. Hubley explained the goal of this project in to improve community use of the park and increase frequency of neighborhood events. The following are the group’s concerns: 
1) Accessibility 

2) Lack of lighting

3) Park aesthetics

4) Recognition of Clara Yeomans – Community Activist

5) Preservation of  historic artifacts from original Wollaston School

The committee asked for a description of the proposed lighting, noted lights must be able to be maintained by the DPW and should be consistent with efforts through out the city. 
Mr. Hubley explained he had consulted with the Parks & Rec Dept with regard to the type of lighting and the proposed lights would be the ‘old gas light style’ which is consistent with lighting used throughout the city in terms of appearance, maintenance, functionality and cost. It was also indicated that the project is looked on favorably by both the mayor and the Park Commissioner. Director Barry inquired if the proposed Gazebo would be maintained by the Cleaner Greener group and Mr. Hubley indicated it would. 
Several members of the committee remarked on the limited funds available and strong desire to see support /fundraising by the community. Mr. Hubley explained the group is working on incorporating as a non-profit and fundraising efforts can not commence until this is in place. The abutting neighbors are being contacted about the proposed project and one direct abutter has expressed interest in contributing. Mr. Hubley suggested the group would be open to looking at the project in two phases if this was more financially appealing. Phase One would include lighting and grading. Phase two would be the gazebo and remaining items, plantings etc. 

 Councilor Coughlin confirmed the Mayor’s support of this effort.
The committee thanked Mr. Hubley for his well defined proposal and encouraged him to continue with his efforts. 

Quincy River Walk 

Pete Jackson and Steve Perelman presented for this project. Mr. Perelman updated the committee on the progress to date and advised about an ‘easement ‘ granted by Boston Scientific to Neponset Water Shed Association allowing the walkway on their land to continue to Squantum Point Park. 
The committee raised several items requiring further research/information including : 

1) Easement

2) Work to be publicly bid 
3) Time frame to begin building 

4) Clarification on Open Space v. Park project 

Mr. Perlman will work with ACS Hall to provide addition details on the easement, acknowledged the requirement to bid work publicly and indicated work could begin this summer. 

ACS Hall provided the following guidance : 

1) Confirmed project is Recreation and not Open Space. The time restriction referenced regarding the use of the land prevents CPC fund use under Open Space. 

Director Barry explained there is a ‘good likelihood” the Marina Bay Boardwalk will continue to Squantum Point Park so the timing of this project is great. 
Mr. Perlman and Mr. Jackson were thanked for their time and efforts. 

Maypole Park – Michelle Keegan , Trish Bosart

The group provided the following information : 

The group used a DPW award last year to begin work and utilized 25 volunteers from the community. The park has been neglected, damaged by erosion and become overgrown. There was a park bench installed at the top of the hill which is very difficult to access. The city has been approached to build a stairs/walkway and Parks & Rec has been engaged to perform some maintenance and ‘sprucing up’. The committee was reminded that the official city seal depicts Maypole Park and a May Day celebration in Quincy would make this the nation’s oldest civic tradition. The group’s goal is to improve and sustain the area , not commercialize. 

Mr. Ricci noted the current application does not request project funding only money to pursue inclusion on the Historic Register. The current application scope can not be added to .  The Maypole park group confirmed this.   
Chairman  Barry encouraged the group to continue with efforts on Historic register inclusion and advised the group to contact Lisa Aimola at anytime if assistance is needed. Chairman  Barry also noted May Day is May 11th this year. 

Quincy Yacht Club 

Committee member John Brennion excused himself as he is a current member of the Yacht Club. 

The committee expressed concern regarding the involvement of the group in spearheading the project and asked if a leadership task force had been identified. The group confirmed three members will take a leadership role in bringing the project forward. 

At this time documentation , photographs and additional information is required and will be forwarded to Director Aimola. 

Labrecque Field – Jim McCarthy

Mr. McCarthy addressed the concern of community involvement and informed the committee that the Houghs Neck Community Council has over 2,000 members and 500 paying members. The group previously raised over $27,000 for the Brille Field project and strong participation is anticipated in the Labrecque project. 

The committee requested additional information on the following: 

1) Define processed material referenced in application

2) Benches and guard rails are mentioned as being broken, what else needs repair and do you know the cause ? 

3) Additional clarification is needed on costs . is it possible to utilize portable stands that can be used in-season and in another location off-season ? 

Mr. McCarthy clarified that the processed material referenced is screened more thoroughly to remove sharp shards, glass, plastics etc. making it more suitable for playground use. Benches and guardrails require replacement due to normal wear and tear. Additional cost information to be  provided. 

The committee thanked Mr. McCarthy for his efforts and encouraged him to continue. 

Public Landing –Snug Harbor Application # 14

Abutters need to be notified prior to committee vote. 

Application Overviews

Approved 

Motion to approve Neighborhood Housing request for Kendrigan Place $250,000. Motion approved. 
Maypole Hill Park – Motion to approve with time restraint contingency. Motion approved

Safford Park – Motion to approve less the cost of the gazebo. Motion approved. 

Squantum Seaside Gardens – Motion to approve. Motion approved. 

#9 Historic New England – Motion to approve. Motion approved. 

Applications Tabled for further discussion – 

QHA Request – tabled until next meeting. Additional details required. 

Squantum Park – David Blaton to return in April

Quincy River Walk – Additional information and research required. 

Labrecque Field – Additional information required.

Lyons Mills – Additional information required 

Quincy Yacht Club – Additional documentation required 

Wollaston Congregational Church – Additional discussion required

Mt. Wollaston Restoration Project – Additional information required. 

Motion to adjourn- 10pm. Motion approved. 

