City of Quincy, Community Preservation Committee
Thursday November 15, 2012

Public Meeting – Kennedy Center 

Members Present : Chairman Coleman Barry, Director Lisa Aimola, John Brennion, Kevin Coughlin, Connie Driscoll, Maureen Mazrimas, Mary Ann Morris, Steve Perdios,  Don Powers, Tony Ricci

Absent: None 

Other Attendees: Joseph MacRitchie – Quincy Housing Authority, ACS Deirdre Hall, Helen Shiner 

7pm Call to order by Chairman Barry . A motion was made to accept the October Meeting Minutes with one exception – Reference to O’Brien Towers should be changed to Tobin Towers with regard to Emergency Grant to QHA. September executive Session minutes were accepted without exception. 

Chairman Barry briefly explained the intention of holding a Public Meeting is to allow the general public the opportunity to be afforded the opportunity to see the distribution of funds and the overall benefit to the community. At this time, Chairman Barry utilized a PowerPoint slideshow to provide details regarding the CPA, CPC and highlight projects completed. It was clarified that the Hotel/Motel Tax was not included in the figures referenced in “Local Surcharge”. This was confirmed by Councillor Coghlin and ACS Hall. 
Tony Ricci recommended including more Historic Preservation pictures and also include more local images, as he felt this would be helpful. 

Steve Perdios will determine if he is still in possession of former historic photos.          Mr. Perdios requested clarification as to whether use of Outdoor Rec. monies is counted toward requirement of 10% for Open Space. Deirdre Hall explained that it is counted for preservation, but not maintenance. Maintenance on historic buildings is okay if it is to ensure the historic integrity. 

Mr. Perdios requested that ACS Hall look into the use of Hotel/Motel Tax per the new legislation. ACS Hall indicated that we are currently spending the monies more specifically than is required. 

Director MacRitchie of QHA addressed the committee and expressed gratitude for the recent application approval on behalf of himself and the entire Board. Director MacRitchie indicated that the expanded regulations now include Handicapped Accessibility and he anticipated a future application related to this. 

Chairman Barry stated that he strongly encourages applicants to present in person as there are frequently questions regarding Affordable Housing. The Chairman informed the group that there were recently 9 communities with ballot questions regarding the CPA and 17 communities had requested assistance from the Community Coalition. 
Maureen Mazrimas noted the importance of continued education/communication with City Councillors and subsequently the general public. 

Chairman Barry suggested a page of consistent talking points for the committee to speak with the public about. 

Mr. Perdios responded with a suggestion to address specific individual projects that would be recognizable to the community as opposed to conceptual talking points. 

Councillor Coughlin suggested a “ Road Show” type approach to address individual groups. Tony Ricci added that project leaders would be best suited to describing the projects. 

Maureen Mazrimas brought to the groups attention the proximity of the medallions to the gravestones at the cemetery. She requested this be brought to the attention of Kristen Powers as the restoration of the gravestones had been a previous undertaking of the committee and she did not want the previous damage to re-occur. 
Deirdre Hall presented the group with a first draft of policies , to include definitions. Members will review and discuss at next meeting. 

Chairman Barry stated that work is continuing on the “Plan” to ensure compliance. 

Director Lisa Aimola informed the committee that she is in receipt of applications for Squantum Gardens and Squantum Playground. Deirdre Hall advised that Dr. DeCristofaro’s signature would be required for the playground application. 

Chairman Barry motioned for the group to adjourn. The motion was carried. 

