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Transit Oriented Development or 
Transit Adjacent Development 

• Majority of development in 
the U.S.at transit stations  is 
not TOD 
 

• Not sufficient to be located 
next to transit, must be 
shaped by transit 
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• Greater Density 
• Limited, managed parking 
• Better public realm 
• Mix of uses 
• Very walkable 
• Alternatives to the car 
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Premise is that successful Transit Oriented Development focuses in on 
the three concepts in the TOD acronym 

• Availability, quality, and use of public transit (as well as other 
non-motorized uses) 

• Orientation towards oriented neighborhood—core transit 
riders 

• Characteristics of development in the neighborhood 
surround the transit station 



z 



z 

“Imagine you are riding on 
a subway or commuter rail 
train, somewhere in the 
MBTA’s 3,200 square mile 
service area. You arrive at 
a station and the door 
opens. Where are you? 
The Financial District, or a 
traditional town center? A 
bustling urban 
neighborhood or a quiet 
park-and-ride station? A 
streetcar suburb or a 
suburban industrial park?” 



Moderate to higher density compact 
mixed use development located within an 
easy five to ten minute walk of a major 
transit stop. TOD involves high quality 
urban development and/or 
redevelopment with a mix of residential, 
employment and shopping opportunities 
designed in a pedestrian oriented manner 
without excluding the automobile. 
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