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HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
                                                                          August 27, 2012
Members present: A. Ricci,  M. Manning, D. Jacobs,  E. Fitzgerald, R. Affsa, A. Foley
                             K. Nugent, Building Dep’t. Rep.

Members absent:  E. Hunt
Alternates present:  N. Verenis

Alternates absent:  M. Smith
 Chairman Ricci called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm .  The Chair delayed reading of the Minutes until the end of the Public Hearing.  Chairman Ricci officially introduced Mr. Arthur Foley as the new appointee to the Historic Commission.
Public Hearings: 

7:05 pm.:  103 Franklin St.,Evolino’s Pizza:  The applicant presented her design for a sign for a new establishment at this location.  The sign will be located on the store front on the far right, even though the applicant will eventually be using two of the three store fronts.  Members urged the applicant to increase the length of the sign to ten (10’) feet so as to be more proportionate with the façade.  Members also suggested the background color of the sign be off-white rather than stark white.  The applicant agreed to both suggestions.  Member Fitzgerald made a motion to approve the application, with the two (2 ) previously cited  modifications.  The motion was seconded by Member Foley and was adopted 5-0.
7:15 pm.:  1630 Hancock St., Good Health Natural Foods:   The applicant has been a long time business in Quincy Center at 1627 Hancock St. and secured a new location across the street at 1630 Hancock St.  The application involved several issues and the Members decided to break the application apart and deal with three (3) different matters within the application.  The applicant spoke of the façade work which included, but was not limited to, the awning on the front and side of the building.  The photo in the application indicated a green color but was actually a shade of gray.  The large oval shaped sign on the far exterior edge of the property was shown to advertise the business and discussion indicated that the applicant wanted to include a strip along the side of the building under the window and the fencing on the exterior edge of the property in the project and they would be painted the same color as the awning. Since the applicant had appeared before the Commission less than a year ago and had secured permission for an exterior sign on the side of the previous location, the application was to include approval to use that sign on the parking lot side of the new location.
The Members had a motion by Member Fitzgerald, with a second by Member Affsa to approve this part of the application.  The motion passed, 5-0.

Because the motion passed and included three (3) signs, the applicant could not use the store windows for advertising.

The Commission then moved to discuss the security grates over the front door and the glazing on the window panels in front of the building.  On a motion by Member Jacobs, second by Member Foley,  the Members voted 5-0 that the security grates be removed and that the windows to the left of the front door, looking from the street, be full view windows consistent with the right side windows.

The third piece of the application that the Commission dealt with had to do with the security booth built by the applicant and located in the parking lot.  It was generally accepted by the Members that the booth was inappropriate as a structure in the parking lot.  Several Members did try to find an accommodation for the applicant’s parking dilemma.  However, after several attempts to accommodate the structure the matter, on a motion by Member Affsa, second by Member Jacobs was offered that declared the structure to be inappropriate.  The motion prevailed 4-0, with Member Manning abstaining.
7:25 pm., 1400 Hancock St., Granite Trust Building:  The applicant seeks to replace broken glass tiles at the front exterior entrance to the building.  The applicant’s representative appeared before the Commission last month and explained the matter, detailing the effort to seek glass tile replacements and had engaged in a national search to locate the materials and was successful.  The Members realized that work, as a safety issue, needed to be completed.  The Members also agreed that both sides of the entrance had the glass tiles, therefore both sides of the entrance should be done, for the sake of consistency. O na motion by Member Affsa, second by Member Jacobs, the members voted 5-0 to approve the application but expanded it to include both sides, not just one.

7:35 pm., 26 Coddington St., Coddington School:  The architectural team led by Wessing Associates of Quincy made a presentation of the restoration work to be undertaken to the exterior of the building.  Members were fully engaged in the presentation and asked questions.  Because member Hunt was absent, his questions and comments were introduced by Chairman Ricci.  Issues of interior mullions on windows, galvanized sheet metal  cornices, trim colors were issues discussed by Members and response given by the applicant.  The front door of the building is located on Coddington St.,  not facing north as some had believed.  Funding for the project does not involve state or federal dollars, therefore involvement by MHC is not required.
No action was taken by the Commission and it was determined that the applicant would return to the September meeting with more details.

7:45 pm., Other Business:
1.  Chairman Ricci gave brief report about the meeting with MHC on August 16 on the Downtown development.  He spoke in general terms, essentially indicating that MHC sees itself as involved in every aspect of the project.  Street Works was represented by Richard Heapes who explained the scope of Block 4 and what that entailed and the proposed timeline for the construction, which is expected in the Spring of 2013.
          On a motion by Member Foley, second by Member Affsa, the mebers adjourned 

          At 8:45 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nicholas Verenis

Administrator
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