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Economic Development

Life sciences corridor collaboration  
will strengthen Quincy and the region

Dean Rizzo

Quincy 
Chamber of 
Commerce

The Economic Development Agency of 
The Quincy Chamber of Commerce

Proof
Section:  Email:
from:  Client:
run Date:  

Changes Proof ApprovedNew Proof

NE NY
REal EstatE JouRNal

Tel: 781-878-4540

The city of Quincy, located seven 
miles south of Boston is well po-
sitioned to further strengthen and 
diversify its economic future through 
a regional collaboration with four 
neighboring communities.  In recent 
years, Quincy leaders actively en-
gaged their counterparts in Boston 
and Cambridge within the context of 
a state-wide initiative to support and 
grow the life sciences industry clus-
ter in the Commonwealth. Working 
side-by-side in a variety of national 
and international conferences it soon 
became evident that the three commu-
nities, and the Commonwealth as a 
whole, will have much to gain through 
a regional identity and branding. 

On May 13 at the Museum of Sci-
ence in Boston, the three cities along 
with the communities of Somerville 
and Braintree, formally announced 
the “Life Sciences Corridor” - a 
regional branding strategy designed 
to create a larger economic target area 
for the ever expanding life sciences 
industry cluster. The communities 
are connected through numerous 
transportation networks, with the 
most prevalent being the MBTA Red 
Line. Recognized as the life sciences 
“Life Line”, the Red Line provides 
convenient accessibility within 
arguably the Commonwealth’s most 
economically diverse and dynamic 
commercial region.

It is evident that each community 
has a unique identity and palette 
of resource/space opportunities for 
companies to consider – especially 
national and international companies 
that will look at location opportunities 
from both a local and a regional per-
spective. Building on their individual 
strengths the communities will col-
lectively offer a diversity of location 
opportunities for companies along 
with a vibrant cosmopolitan lifestyle 
for their employees. 

Individually each community 
offers unique and attractive char-
acteristics that complement rather 
than compete with one another.  For 
example, Cambridge is home to over 
325 life science companies, hosting 
the largest segment of this industry 
cluster while providing a dynamic 
eco-system fueled by MIT, Harvard 
and the high concentration of life 
science companies. Boston has an 
incredible international identity, 
supported by its rich history, social di-

versity, higher education institutions, 
world renowned medical facilities 
and a dynamic concentration of 
commercial entities. 

The dense commercial environ-
ment within these two world-re-
nowned communities can however 
create economic and space challenges 
for many companies looking to be a 
part of this market.  This is where the 
city of Quincy becomes an important 
asset to the region.  A cosmopolitan 
urban community in its own right, 
Quincy offers more land area for 
manufacturing opportunities, as well 
as less expensive Class A office space 
for those companies that do not have 
the economic means to locate within 
the Boston and Cambridge market 
area, but want to be within close 

proximity.  

Linked through public 
transportation, higher 
education facilities and 
convenient access to a 
quality, diversified and 
abundant workforce, the 
region can offer a com-
pany an office presence 
in one community and 
R&D or manufacturing 
in another – a collective 
win for all.  It is far more 
important to ensure that 
a company, regardless of 
its size, chooses the life 
sciences corridor region to 
call home, rather than lose 
them to markets beyond 
the Commonwealth.

There are numerous connections 
between the communities that 
comprise the life sciences corridor.  
From the evolution of the regions 
rich history, the sharing of natural 
resources, to the many workers and 
residents that transverse between the 
communities daily – the region has 
always been interconnected in many 
ways.  Now, through the wisdom of 
community leaders, each will benefit 
from a regional collaboration that 
will capitalize on their individual 
strength’s, shared resources and a 
newly formed collective vision. 

Dean Rizzo is president of the 
Quincy, Mass. Chamber of Com-
merce.


