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HOW to organize?   

 During the planning process, at least 4-6 
weeks ahead of the event, you must contact 
Covanta Energy Corp. to secure a Special 
Waste Disposal Agreement. 

 You may also be asked to sign a Covanta 
Disposal Agreement. Make sure to ask if there 
will be a disposal fee. 

        (Dan Buchan, Covanta Hazardous Waste  518.482.9150) 
 Covanta will then ask you to contact MA DEP 

to secure a waiver letter to dispose of 
controlled substances. (DEP requires a 
waiver because they don’t know exactly what 
will be collected) 

 Choose your date, place, and time. You need 
about 4 hours for an event. Book your 
pharmacist, police personnel and volunteers.  

 Check with organization such as EDAN, they 
may have resources and volunteers who will 
want to help. 

        http://www.enddrugabusenow.org/ 
 Ask Parks Dept. about your tent and furniture 

needs. 
 Work on advertising–cable TV, local papers, 

email lists, etc. to spread the message. Make 
up  a flyer for an email or for posting around 
town.  

 Create signs for the day of the event. 
 Plan the  set-up for the event site. (Traffic 

patterns [for parking, for pedestrians], tent 
set-up, electricity source) 

 Ask local business to donate beverages for all 
personnel for day of the event. 

 
 

WHAT happens to the 
substances ?   

 After the event and all the substances have 
been logged on to an Excel spreadsheet, the 
Drug Unit Police representative signs and 
dates each sheet. 

 The Drug Unit officer then takes possession 
of the substances and takes them to the 
police evidence lock-up area. 

 When all the paperwork from MA DEP and 
Covanta is ready, along with a packing list of 
all the items collected, a uniformed policeman 
takes the substances and all paperwork, to 
Covanta in Semess, MA. 

 Covanta then takes responsibility for the 
substances and places them in a special area 
where they are burned. 

 

FOR COMPLETE 
INFORMATION 

 

To find the full 61 page document to help you plan your 
safe-disposal event. 

go to: 
 

www.nerc.org  
 

Search for article titled: 
Operating Unwanted Medication 

Collections -  
A Legal & Safe Approach  

By: Lynn Rubenstein, September 2006 
 

Questions about this brochure, contact: 
 

Arlene Goldstein, Impact Quincy  
617-471-8400 Ext: 155   agoldstein@baystatecs.org 



WHY? Studies show that children can begin 

a lifetime of drug addiction by simply opening the 
medicine cabinet at home. Medications such as 
Oxycontin, oxycodone, hydrocodone, morphine, 
codeine, Percocet, Vicodin and Lortab have all 
been linked to opiate addiction. Plus, proper 
disposal of substances is vital to protect human 
health and the environment from the potential 
hazards of waste disposal. 

On Saturday, June 27, 2009 the City of Quincy 
conducted its first Drug Safe-Disposal Day for 
controlled and non-controlled substances.  The 
Quincy Drug Task Force was responsible for the  
organization and implementation of this event. 
Because of the success of the event, other 
communities contacted Impact Quincy for more 
information. The task force and Impact Quincy 
agreed to compile the basic information needed to 
conduct a drug collection event to share with other 
communities. We hope you find this information 
helpful so that you can sponsor a similar event in 
your community. 

WHERE should it be 
collected?   

 The Quincy Police Department suggests you 
collect substances at a police department 
property because of security issues. 

WHAT is collected?   

 Controlled substances (Prescription 
medications) 

 Non-controlled substances (Over-the counter 
medications) 

 Medications can be pills, liquids, capsules, 
inhalers, patches, pet medications 

 Personal information can be blacked-out, 
preserving the label parts which identify the 
medication 

 Syringes (sharps) or aerosols are NOT 
collected 

WHAT personnel is 
required?   

 A registered pharmacist (Needs to bring pill 
counter) 

 Two uniformed police officers (One for traffic 
control, one for security) 

 Police officer representing the drug unit   

WHAT personnel is 
needed?   

 
 Volunteers (at least 4) 
 - Greeter  
 - Intake inventory recorder 
 - Someone to black-out names 
 -General help when needed 

WHAT materials are 
needed? 

 Tent, table, chairs (use your parks dept.) 

 Electricity source to set-up a laptop for 
recording names of medications 

 Laptop computer with Excel  

 Sharpies, pens, paper 

 (2) 55 gallon secure barrels to collect items 

 Cones for traffic control 

 Signs 

 Water/soft drinks for volunteers and 
required personnel 

WHAT will it cost?    

 You may get tent/chairs/tables for free 
 If asked far enough in advance, pharmacist 

may volunteer their time as they did in Quincy 

 Detail pay for two uniformed officers for day 
of and to go to site for medicine disposal 

 Advertising budget to alert community  

 There may be a charge for disposal, but many 
times disposer will waive fee for collections 
such as these. If needed, check during 
planning phase! If there is fee. check to see if 
it fits within DPW’s budget. 
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