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        June 20, 2013
 
Meeting Notes

Attendees:
Kristina Johnson- Director of Transportation Planning
John Sullivan- DPW, on behalf of the Commissioner
Irene Lutz
Joe Hern

Other attendees:
Man in the mustard colored shirt
Jeff Ernest- Houghs Neck 
Tiana Alvez
Kara Chisholm- Planning Department

Notes:
1. Administrative tasks- 
· Commission approved meeting minutes from May 16th, 2013. 
· Kristina solicited feedback from members about the Commission’s proposed bylaws.  There were no substantive changes. The Commission approved the bylaws.
2. Adams Street Resurfacing
· Kristina presented a map of Adams Street from Beale Street to Furnace Brook Parkway. The City plans to add bike lanes to the road when it gets resurfaced, most likely in the fall of 2013. 
· Kristina discussed the benefits and drawbacks to various bicycle traffic advisory signs. 
· Commission members made suggestions on how to configure the bike lane, road markings, and signage on the resurfaced Adams Street: 
· signs saying “bikes stop here” at intersection.
· sharrows and signage indicating that bikes can use the turn lane as well
· Dashed lines that mark the continuation of the bike lane through the intersection 
· Consensus that the portion of Adams Street between Furnace Brook Parkway and Quincy Center (not part of the upcoming Adams Street resurfacing) is wide enough to accommodate street parking, traffic, and bike lanes. Bike lanes could eventually continue on Adams Street to the New Quincy Center.
· Good signage when the bike lane disappears
· Signage that makes cars aware that they can’t park in the bike lanes
· [bookmark: _GoBack]double up on sharrows once the bike lane ends in order to make cars aware that bikes can get into the turn lane as soon as they need to. 
· Kristina and Kara will assimilate the comments from the Commission and write a letter to Commissioner Raymondi, cc’ing the Mayor, with suggestions on how to incorporate bike lanes and sharrows into Adams Street. The letter should advocate for elements that are “most appropriate.” Kristina, as Chair, will sign the letter.
· The comment letter will be sent out to Commission members for comments and edits before sending to Commissioner Raymondi.  
· Quincycles and other members of the public can create their own individual comment letters
· The Mayor and Councilor Coughlin are very interested in “softening” Adams Street by incorporating traffic calming, landscape, and bicycle features. 
· Kristina will ask Commissioner Raymondi if she can initiate a dialogue with the designer of the roadway 
· Kristina would like the Commission to see a second version of the map of Adams Street that incorporates the Commission’s feedback. 
· If this road works, it will be a great boost to bike concerns in the City
· Joe Hern wondered why developers aren’t required to supply bicycle parking along with vehicle parking as part of their projects. Making that a condition of approval would require an amendment to the City’s zoning code. Kara will look into it. 
· Ron Goodman, 40 year bike commuter, stopped by the meeting to inform the Commission that there was a similar group in 2004 under Phelan that created a map with Quincy’s bike facilities. He left a few for those members of the Commission that weren’t familiar with them already. 
3. Safe Routes to School
· The Atherton Hough School was selected for Safe Routes to School. Erin from AAA is working with the school.
· The school doesn’t have bike racks. Many principals are afraid of the liability that comes with encouraging biking.
· Many racks in the Quincy region hold only a portion of the front wheel. These ones are “lousy.”
· Idea of chaining the bikes together in the interim. School could announce that the bikes will be locked at 8:30am, for example. 
4. MAPC’s Regional Bike Network Plan-
· Aim to finish the plan by late July.
· Kristina would like to have MAPC present what it presented to the Commission to the Mayor. 
· Kristina will ask David to update the maps online as they change. 
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