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   May 15, 2014
 
Meeting Notes

Commission attendees:
Kristina Johnson
Lt. Tim Sorgi
Joe Hern
Kris Locke
Councilor Coughlin
Irene Lutts


Others:
John Sullivan, DPW
Kara Chisholm, PCD
Nathan Pipho, Quincycles
Mike Smeglin, Quincycles
Maureen, Quincycles
A few others

Notes
2014 Quincy Annual Bicycle Counts

· Nathan will spread the word to Quincycles that the Commission is seeking volunteers to complete this year’s bike counts at key locations in Quincy. We will count in the same way we did last year (morning and evening each day for one week), in the same locations as well as two additional spots. 

· Counts will take place the week of June 2nd. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Nathan interested in surveying the bikes parked at various locations in the City. Kara mentioned intern Zoe Meredith’s work a year ago. Will email Nathan the dates and times that Zoe looked at last year. 

Update from Quincy Police Department:  Award from MassDOT for Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Enforcement

· Lt. Sorgi presented the work that the police department will do using the grant funds awarded by MassDOT. 

· Police officers will educate bicyclists, motorists, and pedestrians on how to use the roads in the safest way and to comply with City and State law. Their motto will be to educate the public into compliance rather than punish. 

· As part of the conditions of the grant, officers that stop someone who is in violation of the rules of the road have to ask why the person did what they did. The officer must record their answer and include it in a report so that law enforcement can better understand the reasons people disregard or aren’t aware of the law. 

· The officers chosen to carry out the work of this grant will conduct bike and walk audits at the following locations, determined by data to be in the most need of additional safety measures:

1. Sea St. and Albatross Rd.
2. East and West Squantum Sts.
3. 405 Sea St.
4. So. Artery and Washington St.
5. Hancock and Granite St.
6. Hancock and Hannon Parkway
7. Granite and Burgin Parkway
8. 1200 Hancock St.
9. Hancock and Dimmock St.
10. McGrath Highway and Newcombe St.

· If the PD performs well, it will receive additional funds from DOT. 

· The public cannot suggest places to audit. They must be determined by crash data, according to the requirements of traffic engineering licensure. 

· Kara will post the procedure for when a bicyclist is involved in a crash on the website. 

· The Commission’s webpage should take on the role of gathering data on “near misses,” then do a “Let’s Share the Road.” Encourage bikers to report their near misses or dangerous locations in the interest of providing data to the police, not be vindictive. 


Update on Adams Green Transportation Improvement Project

· Kristina discussed the bicycle infrastructure that will be added as part of the Adams Green project. Adams Green will be a bike hub for the City. 

· It will include some of the first bike lanes in the City, bike boxes at traffic lights, and additional bike parking. Traffic calming measures on the street will also serve to make the area more bike and pedestrian friendly. 

Update on City of Quincy’s new bicycle planning webpage

· Kara redesigned the Bicycle Commission webpage on the City’s website. It now includes the agendas, meeting notes, applicable laws, educational content, instructional videos, links to the Commission’s letters of endorsement, a link to the MAPC Regional Bicycle Network Plan, and links to Adams Green design plans. 

· The page will be periodically updated with new information. 
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