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   October 17, 2013
 
Meeting Notes

Attendees:
Irene Lutts
Joe Hern
Kris Locke
Kevin F. Coughlin, City Councilor
Barry J. Welch, Quincy Recreation Department

Other attendees:
Dennis Harrington, Planning Director (serving as meeting chair in Kara and Kristina’s absence)
Others (not recorded)

Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]MAPC’s Regional Bike Network Plan-
David Loutzenheiser presented MAPC’s latest plan iteration. 
The plan shows bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure recommendations for roads throughout the City, but also increases the probability of public understanding of the map by articulating a few routes that traverse the City, bringing riders to popular destinations like the Blue Hills, Wollaston Beach, Boston, and Braintree. 
The “Sea to Summit” trail- connects the ocean to the Blue Hills. On the East Coast there’s nowhere else that has the change of elevation that enables the Blue Hills to ocean connection in such a short distance, other than Acadia. 
Furnace Brook Parkway- has good shoulders right now. Could be instant bike lane. 
The Spine trail will be the connection into Boston. Hits all the T stations. The Neponset Ave Bridge is bikable, so leverages that connection. 
Suggestion by David to make Quincy Shore Drive a two lane road with cycle tracks. The committee recounted what the process was like when that road was redone and that extensive public discussion occurred and this is what it ended up like. 
Joe said that Hancock, Adams, and a section of Newport Ave ABSOLUTELY should have sharrows and lanes, as the main thoroughfare into Boston. Since we’re trying to introduce the City to the idea that bikes share the road, it makes sense to add bike infrastructure to the busiest places that are suitable for bikes and not infer that bikes be relegated to recreational “Sea to Summit” type tours. 
Raymondi at a previous meeting expressed that he would like to have a few main bike routes and then expand from there. 
Hancock Street is narrower than Dot Ave, contrary to Joe’s assertion. It appears wider because much of the on street parking is not used. 
David shared that he and Tanya were baffled that the other entrance to Quincy/Adams T Station was locked. 
Bike lanes are beneficial to both drivers and cyclists. Sharrows should not be put where there’s room for bike lanes, David said, citing the general guidelines of bicycle infrastructure. 
Barry said it would be extremely helpful to have graphics to show the public as we move forward, for example at a public hearing. 
Dennis- the more paint you get on the ground, the more people will get used to it. 
Could paint on sidewalks saying “no bikes” at the same time that bike lanes are added to the road, like Cambridge did. 
It’s embarrassing to see a bike map of the Boston area and see lanes in Brookline, Somerville, Cambridge, and then Quincy looks like North Korea, with no bike lanes, as Joe said. 
Joe reiterated that the most important thing is to have efficient, direct routes, like with Hancock St and Adams St. 
Barry- what’s the priority? Lanes as transportation or recreation? Barry thinks that it’s transportation. Have a connection from Boston to Braintree and then east to west. He truly believes that then the rest will follow into place. 
Look at Boston Bikes map of Boston to see how they graded all the roads. Consider doing this in Quincy.
Dennis- Sea Street should be a two lane road. There’s a project coming in to do some work on the road. He recommends that the Commission review the project for bike infrastructure even if someone says that it will accommodate bikes. Check for yourselves. 
PCD presented Complete Streets to the City Council several years ago and it passed unanimously. It hasn’t been implemented by the DPW though. 
****Dennis suggested that the Commission should as a matter of process review the projects having to do with roads in Quincy****
Dennis asked that David give us a list, either in the report or not, of roads that are blocked. 
David said spring of this year would be a good deadline for getting the first lanes painted. Do Hancock Street / the spine of the City and the Sea to Summit routes.
Coughlin said it would be good to present to the City Council. 
Irene- what is the City’s policy for the installation of bike racks? A storeowner said she was discouraged by the City to install racks in front of her store. 
Dennis said he has no doubt in his mind that she could install bike racks if she wanted to. 
Recommend the Commission look into the City’s bike parking requirements. 
Dennis asked for suggestions for the next agenda. There were none. 
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