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PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES
(Joint Public Hearing with City Council re:  Council Order No. 2012-107,

proposed change to Section 8.0 of Title 17 City of Quincy’s Zoning Ordinance)
Monday, June 25, 2012
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Chairman William Geary, Coleman Barry,  
 
James Fay
MEMBERS ABSENT:  
William Adams, Richard Meade



OTHERS PRESENT:

Dennis E. Harrington, Planning Director





Christine Chaudhary, Recording Secretary

Meeting called to order in City Council Chambers and attendance roll call taken at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Geary.  Planning Board quorum present. 
7:01 P.M.  Chairman Geary read the Agenda Item of this special meeting of the Planning Board into the record:  

7:00 PM Joint Public Hearing, Council Order No. 2012-107

The Quincy City Council and the Quincy Planning Board will hold a 

Joint Public Hearing on Monday, June 25, 2012 at 7 PM, in 

the City Council Chambers, 1305 Hancock Street to consider the following:

In Title 17 Zoning Chapter under Section 8.1 Flood Plain Overlay District (FPOD) by deleting Section 8.1 in its entirety and inserting a revised Section 8.1 which is substantially a rewording and renumbering of same that includes the following changes: 

1. Amend Section 8.1.2 – Location: The adoption of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) floodplain management measures that satisfy 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Section 60.3 (d) and (e) of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) regulations and adoption of the latest FEMA Floodplain Maps.

2. Amend Section 8.1.9 – Special Permit (new number 8.1.7): The Zoning Board of Appeals will no longer act as the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA). The Planning Board and the Director of Inspectional Services shall act as the SPGA. All Special Permits/Findings shall be subject to the approval of the Quincy Conservation Commission.  

A copy of the full text of the proposed amendment may be examined at the Office of the City Clerk, 1259 Hancock Street or the Department of Planning and Community Development, Quincy City Hall, 1305 Hancock Street, Monday through Friday during business hours (8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.).
7:03 P.M.
City Council President Michael E. McFarland stated that this meeting was a Joint Public Hearing and turned the floor over to Clerk of Council Joseph P. Shea.  Mr. Shea read the Notice of Joint Public Hearing into the record, re:  Council Order 2012-107, which was advertised in the Patriot Ledger newspaper on June 11 and June 18, 2012.  Mr. Shea took roll call and a City Council quorum was present.  Council President McFarland stated that the Joint Public Hearing was now in session.
Commissioner Jay Duca, Inspectional Services Director, gave a brief summary on why the proposal is to change the flood plain regulations.  Commissioner Duca stated that Quincy voluntarily participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), which is administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  Participation in NFIP allows the purchase of flood insurance which is backed by the federal government.  FEMA maps are required to be updated every five years.  Communities are required to adopt new maps in order to participate in the program and benefit from Community Rating System (CRS) discounts on insurance through the program; Quincy has the highest CRS of all coastal communities in the state.  Commissioner Duca went on to speak about the proposed amendments outlined in Council Order 2012-107, including removing the Zoning Board of Appeals from acting as the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) in a Flood Plain.
Planning Director Dennis E. Harrington stated that the Planning Department staff reviewed the proposed changes to the flood plain regulations and provided a written recommendation (6/21/12) to the Planning Board and City Council.  Director Harrington briefly explained the revisions as specified in the Planning Department memorandum dated 6/21/12.
City Council President Michael E. McFarland asked three times if anyone would like to speak on the proposal or speak in favor or in opposition to the proposal.  None.
City Councillors asked questions concerning the process regarding Findings issued by Commissioner Duca versus the Zoning Board of Appeals process, particularly concerning details about public involvement.  There were also many questions answered about the flood mapping process.  Commissioner Duca and Planning Director Harrington addressed the Councillors’ questions.  

City Council President Michael E. McFarland closed the Public Hearing

After brief remarks by Planning Board Chairman William Geary, Planning Board Members closed the Planning Board Public Hearing.

8:04 P.M.    MOTION:   by Member Barry to close the Planning Board Public Hearing 

         SECOND:   Member Fay

         VOTE:
      3-0 MOTION CARRIES
8:06 P.M.    MOTION:   by Member Barry to forward to the City Council an affirmative recommendation that Council Order No. 2012-107 as amended by Planning Department staff recommendation (6/21/12) be passed

         SECOND:   Member Fay

         VOTE:
      3-0 MOTION CARRIES
8:07 P.M.    MOTION:   by Member Barry to close the special meeting of the Planning Board

         SECOND:   Member Fay

         VOTE:
      3-0 MOTION CARRIES
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